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(b) Any dealer, research facility, in-
cluding a Federal research facility, or 
exhibitor offering any dog or cat to a 
carrier or intermediate handler for 
transportation in commerce must se-
curely attach to the outside of the pri-
mary enclosure used for transporting 
the dog or cat, written instructions for 
the in-transit food and water require-
ments for a 24-hour period for the dogs 
and cats contained in the enclosure. 
The instructions must be attached in a 
manner that makes them easily no-
ticed and read. 

(c) Food and water receptacles must 
be securely attached inside the pri-
mary enclosure and placed so that the 
receptacles can be filled from outside 
the enclosure without opening the 
door. Food and water containers must 
be designed, constructed, and installed 
so that a dog or cat cannot leave the 
primary enclosure through the food or 
water opening. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0093) 

§ 3.17 Care in transit. 
(a) Surface transportation (ground and 

water). Any person subject to the Ani-
mal Welfare regulations transporting 
dogs or cats in commerce must ensure 
that the operator of the conveyance, or 
a person accompanying the operator, 
observes the dogs or cats as often as 
circumstances allow, but not less than 
once every 4 hours, to make sure they 
have sufficient air for normal breath-
ing, that the ambient temperature is 
within the limits provided in § 3.15(e), 
and that all applicable standards of 
this subpart are being complied with. 
The regulated person must ensure that 
the operator or person accompanying 
the operator determines whether any 
of the dogs or cats are in obvious phys-
ical distress and obtains any veteri-
nary care needed for the dogs or cats at 
the closest available veterinary facil-
ity. 

(b) Air transportation. During air 
transportation of dogs or cats, it is the 
responsibility of the carrier to observe 
the dogs or cats as frequently as cir-
cumstances allow, but not less than 
once every 4 hours if the animal cargo 
area is accessible during flight. If the 
animal cargo area is not accessible 
during flight, the carrier must observe 

the dogs or cats whenever they are 
loaded and unloaded and whenever the 
animal cargo space is otherwise acces-
sible to make sure they have sufficient 
air for normal breathing, that the ani-
mal cargo area meets the heating and 
cooling requirements of § 3.15(d), and 
that all other applicable standards of 
this subpart are being complied with. 
The carrier must determine whether 
any of the dogs or cats are in obvious 
physical distress, and arrange for any 
needed veterinary care as soon as pos-
sible. 

(c) If a dog or cat is obviously ill, in-
jured, or in physical distress, it must 
not be transported in commerce, except 
to receive veterinary care for the con-
dition. 

(d) Except during the cleaning of pri-
mary enclosures, as required in § 3.14(b) 
of this subpart, during transportation 
in commerce a dog or cat must not be 
removed from its primary enclosure, 
unless it is placed in another primary 
enclosure or facility that meets the re-
quirements of § 3.6 or § 3.14 of this sub-
part. 

(e) The transportation regulations 
contained in this subpart must be com-
plied with until a consignee takes 
physical delivery of the dog or cat if 
the animal is consigned for transpor-
tation, or until the animal is returned 
to the consignor. 

§ 3.18 Terminal facilities. 
(a) Placement. Any person subject to 

the Animal Welfare regulations (9 CFR 
parts 1, 2, and 3) must not commingle 
shipments of dogs or cats with inani-
mate cargo in animal holding areas of 
terminal facilities. 

(b) Cleaning, sanitization, and pest con-
trol. All animal holding areas of ter-
minal facilities must be cleaned and 
sanitized in a manner prescribed in 
§ 3.11(b)(3) of this subpart, as often as 
necessary to prevent an accumulation 
of debris or excreta and to minimize 
vermin infestation and disease hazards. 
Terminal facilities must follow an ef-
fective program in all animal holding 
areas for the control of insects, 
ectoparasites, and birds and mammals 
that are pests to dogs and cats. 

(c) Ventilation. Ventilation must be 
provided in any animal holding area in 
a terminal facility containing dogs or 
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cats, by means of windows, doors, 
vents, or air conditioning. The air 
must be circulated by fans, blowers, or 
air conditioning so as to minimize 
drafts, odors, and moisture condensa-
tion. Auxiliary ventilation, such as ex-
haust fans, vents, fans, blowers, or air 
conditioning must be used in any ani-
mal holding area containing dogs and 
cats, when the ambient temperature is 
85 °F (29.5 °C) or higher 

(d) Temperature. The ambient tem-
perature in an animal holding area 
containing dogs or cats must not fall 
below 45 °F (7.2 °C) or rise above 85 °F 
(29.5 °C) for more than four consecutive 
hours at any time dogs or cats are 
present. The ambient temperature 
must be measured in the animal hold-
ing area by the carrier, intermediate 
handler, or a person transporting dogs 
or cats who is subject to the Animal 
Welfare regulations (9 CFR parts 1, 2, 
and 3), outside any primary enclosure 
containing a dog or cat at a point not 
more than 3 feet (0.91 m) away from an 
outside wall of the primary enclosure, 
and approximately midway up the side 
of the enclosure. The preceding re-
quirements are in addition to, not in 
place of, all other requirements per-
taining to climatic conditions in parts 
2 and 3 of this chapter. 

(e) Shelter. Any person subject to the 
Animal Welfare regulations (9 CFR 
parts 1, 2, and 3) holding a live dog or 
cat in an animal holding area of a ter-
minal facility must provide the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Shelter from sunlight and extreme 
heat. Shade must be provided that is 
sufficient to protect the dog or cat 
from the direct rays of the sun. 

(2) Shelter from rain or snow. Suffi-
cient protection must be provided to 
allow the dogs and cats to remain dry 
during rain, snow, and other precipita-
tion. 

(f) Duration. The length of time any 
person subject to the Animal Welfare 
regulations (9 CFR parts 1, 2, and 3) can 
hold dogs and cats in animal holding 
areas of terminal facilities upon ar-
rival is the same as that provided in 
§ 3.13(f) of this subpart. 

[56 FR 6486, Feb. 15, 1991, as amended at 63 
FR 10499, Mar. 4, 1998] 

§ 3.19 Handling. 

(a) Any person subject to the Animal 
Welfare regulations (9 CFR parts 1, 2, 
and 3) who moves (including loading 
and unloading) dogs or cats within, to, 
or from the animal holding area of a 
terminal facility or a primary convey-
ance must do so as quickly and effi-
ciently as possible and must provide 
the following during movement of the 
dog or cat: 

(1) Shelter from sunlight and extreme 
heat. Sufficient shade must be provided 
to protect the dog or cat from the di-
rect rays of the sun. The dog or cat 
must not be exposed to an ambient air 
temperature above 85 °F (29.5 °C) for a 
period of more than 45 minutes while 
being moved to or from a primary con-
veyance or a terminal facility. The 
temperature must be measured in the 
manner provided in § 3.18(d) of this sub-
part. The preceding requirements are 
in addition to, not in place of, all other 
requirements pertaining to climatic 
conditions in parts 2 and 3 of this chap-
ter. 

(2) Shelter from rain and snow. Suffi-
cient protection must be provided to 
allow the dogs and cats to remain dry 
during rain, snow, and other precipita-
tion. 

(3) Shelter from cold temperatures. 
Transporting devices on which live 
dogs or cats are placed to move them 
must be covered to protect the animals 
when the outdoor temperature falls 
below 50 °F (10 °C). The dogs or cats 
must not be exposed to an ambient 
temperature below 45 °F (7.2 °C) for a 
period of more than 45 minutes, unless 
they are accompanied by a certificate 
of acclimation to lower temperatures 
as provided in § 3.13(e). The tempera-
ture must be measured in the manner 
provided in § 3.18(d) of this subpart. The 
preceding requirements are in addition 
to, not in place of, all other require-
ments pertaining to climatic condi-
tions in parts 2 and 3 of this chapter. 

(b) Any person handling a primary 
enclosure containing a dog or cat must 
use care and must avoid causing phys-
ical harm or distress to the dog or cat. 

(1) A primary enclosure containing a 
live dog or cat must not be placed on 
unattended conveyor belts, or on ele-
vated conveyor belts, such as baggage 
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